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| © 1.4 ». iminedately fel the people. The habits of Srder 
ton e ence whe ro ae cg 
ring the long reign of Edward, ſtill influenced them; 
and the authority of the king's three uncles, the 
dukes. of Lancaſter, York, and Gloceſter, ſuſſiced to 
repreſs, for a time, the turbulent ſpirit to which that 
order, in a weak reign, was fo often ſubject. The 
| dangerous ambition too of theſe princes themſelves 
was checked by the plain and wademable ride of Rich- 
ard, by the declaration of it made in , and by 
the affectionate d which the people bore ro the 
memory of his father, and which was naturally tranſ- 
ferred to the young ſovereign upon the throne. The 
r i of Bae ove yelnces render 
ed them a counterpoize to each other ; and it was 
natural to expect, 


poſtion from the others. ps rt va 
experience, and authority under the late king, gave 
him the aſcendant among them, though his integrity 
ſeemed not proof againſt great temptations, was nei- 
ther of an enterprizing ſpirit, nor of a popular and 
engaging temper. Yor was indulent, inative, and 
of flender capacity. Gloceſter was bold, 
and popular; but being the youngeſt of the family, 
ene 
brothers. There ap therefore, no circumſtance 
in the domeſtic ſituation of England which might en- 
danger the public peace, or give any immediate ap- 
| to the lovers of their country. 
But as Edward, though he had fixed the fucceflion 1 
to the crown, had taken no care to eſtabliſh a plan of 
government during the minority of his grandlon, it 
behoved the to ſupply this defect: And 
the houſe of commons diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ta- 


king the lead on the occaſion. This houſe, which hald 
been riſing to conſderation during the whole court 
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in that age had excited the minds of the populace, in 


# Froiffnd, be. K chap. 30, 52. Walling, p- 239- 


thy nos 


of making the rich caſe their 


RICHARD . 7 


different ſtates of Europe, to wiſh for yh ere. 


thoſe chains which the 


9 
of the feſt origin of unnkind from 


> ENSraven in e 
ceived by the mukirude ; and ſcattered the ſparks of 
that ſedition, which the preſenr tax raiſed into a confla- 
gration 


The :mpoſition of three — a-head had been es- 
farmed out to tax in each county, who levied men 
C and 8 
poorer neighbours of 
ſome ſhare of the burden being fo vague and undeter- 
minate, ——_ doubtleſs, | wa 


Liv. ii, chap. 74. | time in the mouths of all the common 
; Froiſfard, liv. ii. chap. 74. Wal- people, which, in ſpite of prejudice, one 


fingham, p. 275. | cannot but regard degree 
f There were two verſes at that approbation : 2 _ 


When Adam delv'd and Eve ſpan, 
Where was then the gentleman 2 


tions of the 
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3 and of the moſt 
| among them, to ſhew their purpoſe of level- | 
ling all mankind, forced kiſſes from her; they | 
allowed her to continue her journey, without attempt. | 
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guarded, met with Wat Tyler, at the head of theſe 


* = ,noters, and entered into a conference with bim. Ty- 
mould give them a which were to 
wer all the „ except the king hi 

whom they were to detain priſoner, 
the mayor of London, not 
drew his ſword, 

brought him 

mutineers, 


ſecretly drawn together, he ſtrictliy 
hibited that officer from falling on the rioters, and 
committing an undiſtinguiſhed ſlaughter upon them; 


and he peaceably diſmiſſed them with the fame char- 


ters which had been granted to their fellows . Soon 
after, the nobility and gentry, hearing of the king's 
danger, in which they were all involved, flocked 
ro London, with their adherents and retainers ; and 
Richard took the field at the head of an army 40,000 


a Froilfard, vol. H. chap. 77. Walſingham, p. 253. Koyghton, p. 2637. 
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3 
uf 


not 

They country to 
Vienne e opera- 
other well 
knew might 
ſuſtain in into 


fide of him: He reduced that city to aſhes 


places m the low 
ro march towards 


ſtroyed in his way it chi ovens end vis 


: 


: He treat- 


ed in the ſame manner, Perth, Dundee, and other 
countries; but when he was adviſed 
the weſt coaſt, ro await there the 


return of the enemy, and to take revenge on them for 


their devaſtations, his i 


heavy bodies of French cavalry 
ſultory kind of war to which they confined 


to return to Eng- 


very uſeleſs in that de- 


themſelves, 
treated 


* - 
Mey Hy 1 88 4 
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The ſubjeftion in which Richard was held by 


uncles, particularly by the duke of Gloceſter, a prince 


1 


e nt 15 15 


u Froiffard, liv. 2. chap. 149, 150, 


= 
&e. 


3- chap. 41. 4 
322, 323. 


1 
alſingham, Walſiogham, p. 


chap. 52. W 


b 2 


P- 316, 317. 


egg of ambition and genius, though it was not unſuitable 
ſe TE nn I CT: was extremely dif. 
. green 


verned him with an abſolute authority. The king 
fer fo little bounds to his aſfection, that he firſt creat- 


He gave him in 


though of an unexc 
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ed to ſhake off the yoke impoſed upon him. Robert 


de Vere, carl of Oxford, a young man of a noble fa- 


mily, of an agreeable figure, but of diſſolute manners, 
had acquired an entire aſcendant over him; and go- 


ed his favourite marquis of Dublin, a title before un- 
known in England, then duke of Ireland; and tranſ- 
ferred to him by patent, which was confirmed in par- 
Hament, the entire ſovere! gnty for life of chat iſland *. 
marriage his the 
Stir of hadrun te Couci, culof Boles; but 
ſoon after he permitted him to repudiate that lady, | 
character, and to mar- 
ry a forcigner, a Bohemian, with whom he had be- 
come enamoured ?. Theſe public declarations of at- 


tachment turned the attention of the whole court to- 


wards the minion : All favours through his 
hands: Acceſs to the king could only be obtained by 


- His mediation: And Richard ſeemed to take no pla- 
fure in royal 


authority, but ſo far as it enabled him 
to load with . 
of his affections. 


Diſeontet The jealouſy of power immediately produced an 


\ 


Montacute carl of Saliſbury, 
wick, were all connected with each other, and with the 


between the minion and his creatures on 
the one hand, and the princes of the blood and chief 
on the other ; and the ufual complaints againſt 
the infelence of favourites were loudly echoed, and 
greedily received, in every cos of rhe alone, Mou- 
bray car] of Nottingham, the mareſchal, Firz-Alan 
earl of Arundel, Piercy carl of N 
Beauchamp earl of War- 


princes, 
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deficient upon the trial: It that Suffolk. - 
e he was x6, 


* and that he was deprived. 
2 


| Gloceſter and his aſſociates obſerved their ſtipula- 
tion with the king, and attacked no more of his mini- | 
ſters : But they 1 attacked himſelf and his 
royal dignity, and framed a commiſſion after the mo- 
del of thoſe which had been attempted almoſt in every 
reign fince that of Richard I. and which had always 
been attended with extreme confuſion ©, * this 
Er. r a coun- 
cil of fourteen of | Gloce- 
ſter's ion, 2 Nevil — York Ws; 308 
a 


all 
of 


Hast 


a 
: 


ith} 
1 
2 1 
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A IT 


1112 1 2 


opinions 2 
ſigned therefore their anſwer to the king's queries be- 
fore the archbiſhops of York and Dublin, the biſhops 
of Durham, Chicheſter, and Bangor, the duke of 
Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, and two other counſel- 
loceſter and his adherents ſoon got 


arms at Haringay-park, near Highgate, with a power 
which Richard and his miniſters were not able to re- 
ſent him a meſſage by the archbiſhop of 


of that, on the third day 
of every ſeſſion, the king ſhould re- 
fume all the great offices; and that the? 
miniſters ſhouldthen anſwer to any ac- 
cufation that ſhould be brought againſt 
them : Wh inly i that, 
while mi aceu- 
ſed or i parliament. Hen- 
ry NV. that the u- 
Kaige i them to go 
firit t duſineſs in 
order the 

Hil. 


22 


21 
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the duke of Gloceſter, the king 1 
of the duke of Lancaſter; the earl of 


and die with the lords : 


pellants, and to defend 


-  k Cotton, P. 33% 
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king's perſon i by 
imply no and the mini- 
ah, and hich "thei Li 
to perform. impeaching the con- 
duct of theſe miniſters before that commiſſion, which 
ſubverted the = 
and legal a ; fuch as 
is barons 
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 ſternly rejected by the incxorable ty- 
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0. It was alſo enacted, that eve- 
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dignity of chancellor, rr 

on William of Wickham, biſhop of Wincheſter ; 
. 12323 from the office 
of treaſurer, the carl of Arundel from that of admi- 
ral; even the duke of Gloceſter and the carl of War- 
wick were removed for a time from the council: And 


reaſon to complain: He never attempted | 
| rer 


there paſſes an od on n years, which affords 
pot many events. The duke of Lancaſter 
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| glefted to preſerve 

carls of Kent and Huntingdon, his half brothers, 
were his chief confidents and favourites; and though 
he never devoted himſelf to them with fo profuſe an 

affetion as that with which he had 
tached to the duke of Ireland, it was cafy 


— The ſmall regard 
bore to his perſon, diſpoſed them to murmur againſt 
dis adminiſtration, and to receive, with greedy ears, 
every complaint which the diſcontented or ambitious 
ö 


ener 


r 
| EIS prongs and finding, that both re- Sadr u. 


ſentment and jealouſy on the part of bi nephew n 
acquiring 


prevented him from any aſcendant over that 
prince, he determined to cultivate his popularity with 
the nation, and to revenge himſelf on thoſe who e- 
clipſed him in favour and authority. He ſeldom ap- 
peared at court or in council : He never declared his 
opinion but in order to difapprove of the meaſures 
embraced by the king and his favourites ; and he 
courted the friendſhip of ev man, whom difap- 

„ rendered. an ene- 
At che adminiſtration. The long truce with France 
was unpopular with the Engliſh, who breathed nothing 
but war againſt that hoſtile nation; and Gloceſter 
took care to encourage all the vulgar 
which prevailed on this ſubject. Forgetting miſ- 
fortunes which attended * 


2 — 


might be made of French riches by the by the 


emporary 
55 bac whoſe credit is famewhar 
Pe? coutcks in materal fats aſcriboo to the fake 


of the king's perſon and government ; had delibera- 
ted concerning the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegi- 
ance to him; and had even borne part in a ſecret con- 
e 
ed of, and determined: Bur it is reafonable to think 
that his ſchemes were not ſo far advanced as to make 


the French trace and alliance was public and avowed; 
and that court, which had now a great influence over 
provide for his own | 
. waincnens dkigns of his noble The 
reſentment againſt his former adts of violence revived; 
the ſenſe of his refractory and behaviour 
was ſtill recent; and a man, whoſe ambition had once 
8 authority, and who had murdered all 


ſervants of the king, was thought capa- 
ble, on a favourable . the 


opportunity 

fame criminal enterprizes. The king's 

remper admitted of no deliberation : He ordered Glo- 
ceſter to be arreſted ; to be hurried on 

| board a ſhip which was lying in the river ; and to be 
carried over to Calais, where alone, by reaion of his 


y Cotton, p. 378. Tyrrel, vol. iii. tried on that account, and acquitted 
part 2. p. 972, from the records. Par- in the firſt parliament of Henry IV. 
—_ Hiſtory, vol. i. p. 473- . 
obtained without violence, may be en- nocence, may even appear marvellous, 
tirely depended on. Judge Rickhill, conſidering the times, Set Cottun, 
6— Calais, was p. 393. | 
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| ©:9.4 Þ. numerous partizans, he could gig be detained in, 
Au caltody *. The earls of Arundel and Warwick were 
ſeized at the fame time : The malcontents, fo fudden- 


. f * 


K og 
Derby and Rutland, the cldeſt ſons of theſe | 
. princes , bereaved them of all of reſiſtance. 
inn Sept. 2 ſummoned at Weſt. 
; and the king doubted not to find the peers, 


ga 
the eſtabliſhed authority of that aſſembly rendered ay 
terwards ſtill more familiar to the nation. A 


the commiſſion which uſurped upon the royal autho- 
rity, and they deelared it treaſonable to attempt, in 
any future period, the revival of any fimilar commiſ- 
fion : They abrogated all the acts which attainted 
the king's miniſters, and which that parliament who 
ed them, and rhe whole nation, had ſworn invio- 
to maintain : And they declared the general par- 
don then to be invalid, as extorted by force, 
and never ratified by the free conſent of the king. 
Though Richard, after he reſumed the government, 
2 no longer under conſtraint, had voluntarily, 


py 


z Froiſſard, liv. iv. chap. go. Wal- retainers with them to give them ſe- 
fog, p. 354- ou” Oe 
a Rymer, vol. viii. p. 7. | 354. The king had only a few 
* the note "E] at the end of the XK 


. ____ volume. e Statutes at Large, 21 Richard II. 
4 b The nobles brought numerous | 


RICHARD . 


any conſideration. Even a particu 5 
8 Fas analy 
- on pretence, that it had been procured 
+17 rnd and that the king was not then fully ap- 
1 that noble- 


= plea bn over-eviaſt, te 
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this rebellion, no others ſeem to have fallen vittims to 


Henry's ſeverity 
| * erden on 


poſture as rendered all their 
I eſby, ſheriff of Tork hre, levied fome 
forces, attacked the invaders at Bramham, and 
victory, in which both Northumberland and Bardolf 
; proſperous event, joined to the death 
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from all his domeſtic enemies; and this prince, who 
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Robert's brother, a prince of more abilities, at leaſt 
of a more boiſterous and violent had affu- 
med the government of the ſtate ; and, not ſatisſied 
with preſent authority, he entertamed the criminal 
purpoſe of extirpating his brother's children, and of 
acquiring the crown to his own family. He threwin 
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by hunger: James alone, the younger ds on of 
David, ſtood between that tyrant and the throne ; 
and King Robert, ſenſible of his ſon's danger, em- 
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was taken by the Enpliſh ; Prince James, a boy about 
nine years of age, was carried ro London; and 
though there ſubſiſted at that time a truce between 
the kingdoms, Henry refuſed to reſtore the young 
prince to his liberty. Robert, worn out with cares 
and infirmities, was unable to bear the ſhock of this 
laſt misfortune ; and he ſoon after died, leaving the 
government in the hands of the duke of Albany. 
Henry was now more ſenſible than ever of the impor- 

rance of the acquiſition which he had made : While 


enduring, 
of that character. The duke of Albany, 


him to France, and entruſting him to the protection 
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than 
on laws Though the 


monarchy and the ariſtocracy, and though that 


might eaſily be brought, at a particular time, to 
the moſt unwarramable conceſſions to ei 
riable; the intereſts of the ſeveral members conti- 
nued on the fame footing; the fword was in the 


\ 


7. 


hands of the fubje& ; and the government, though 
thrown into t ; diſorder, ſoon ſertled itſelf ow 


its ancient foundations. a 
During the greater part of this reign, the king was 
obliged to court popularity; and the houſe of com- 
mons, 
x Cotton, p. 429. 


en A. mond, ſenſible of their own — 
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ſume which had not uſually been 
by their predeceſſors. In he IS 
they procured a law, that 
with any iniquitous 22 
pleading the orders of the king, or 
of his own life En fe Kg or. the ger 
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In the eden year, * pro- 
for the — of the government and houſe- 
thirty important articles, which were all agreed 
to; and they even "os blond ob the members of coun- 
cil, all the judges, and all the officers of the houſe- 
hold, to fwear to the obſervance of them *. The 

of the records remarks the unuſual liberties 
taken by the ſpeaker and the houſe during this pe- 


rod. Bur the great authority of the commons was 


but a temporary advantage, ariſing from the preſent 
firuation. In a ſubſequent parliament, when the 
ſpeaker made his cuſtomary application to the throne 
for liberty of ſpeech; the king, having now overcome 
all his domeſtic difficulties, plainly told him, that he 
would have no noveltics introduced, and would e 
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the rer have been more ſenſibiy  * 
maintained by Henry, than 

Duri this reign, when the houſe of commons 
were, at any time, brought to make unwary conceſ- 
- Soy 


bels had ventured to declare the earl of Marche king, 
what would not have 
claim of that nobleman ; becauſe he knew that ſuch 
a declaration, in the preſent circumſtances, would 
have no authority, and would only ſerve to revive 
of Mortimer's title in the minds of the 
in his purpoſe after a more 

a ſettlement 
of the crown on himſelf and his heirs-malc , thereby 
racitly excluding the females, and transferring the Salic 
hw into the Engliſh government. He thought, that 
though the houte of 2 had at firlt derived 
their title from a female, this was a remote event, un- 
known to the generality of the people; and if he 
could once accuſtom them to the practice of excluding 
women, the title of the carl of Marche would 
ally be forgotten and neglected by them. But he was 
very unfortunate in this attempt. During the long 
conteſts with France, the injuſtice of the Salic law 
2 ſo much exclaimed againſt by the nation, 
a c ciple had taken root in the 
minds 42 args was now — to 
eradicate it. The fame houſe of commons, there- 
fore, in a ſubſequent ſeſſion, apprehenſive that they 
had overturned the foundations of of rhe Engliſh govern- 


ment, 
2 Cotton, p. 454. 


| Regen But on the whole, the limitations c n 4 8. 
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The fpeaker reſerve, 
that he thought þ bur a very 
flender ſupply. b however, prevailed 

nn the diſpute: The king diſcouraged the application 
of the commons: And lords rejected the 
which the low framed for 
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hoſpi- 
might take for his own uſe: And they inſiſted, that 
at preſent, by 15,000 pariſh prieſts, at the rate 
of ſeven marks a- piece of yearly ſtipend . This ap- 


againſt the Lollards, which 
thows from what ſource the addreſs came. The king 
gare the commons a ſevere reply; and farther to ſa- 
tisfy the church, and to prove that he was quite | 
earneſt, he ordered a Lollard to be burned before the 


diſſolution of the parliament <. 
Vor. III. G We 
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hold amounted 0 the yearly fum of 19,500 |. money 


of that age b. 

Guicciardin tells us, that the 
_ tury, learned from 

which they taught the reſt of Europe. 


however, of the arts were ſtill very flow and back- 


ward in England. 
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mour, he indulged and ſeconded 
ed in many fallies, which, to res 
; totally unworthy of his rank and ſtation. There even 


to priſon for his rude behaviour. 
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one remains a 2 that, when heated with liquor 
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and jollity, he not to accompany his riotous 
| alloctates in attacking the paſſengers 


neſs ed equally difagreca 
* e 


J he: op i tha rich Glo the 
His miniſters. There happened an incident which en- 


couraged theſe agreeable views, and gave much occa- 


fion for favourable refleftions to all men of ſenſe and 
Ap prince*s had 
the chief juſtice, for 


ar the bar with the criminal, in order to give him 
countenance and protection. Finding that his pre- 

ſence had not over-awed the chief juſtice, he proceed- 
_ ed to infult that 


and the 
which he 


ordered the prince to be carried 
The ſpectators 


Were 


h Hall, fol. 33. 


on his tribunal ; but Gaf- 
25 coigne, mindful of the character which he then bore, | 
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. of bis comperitr, | 
remained ever after fincerely attached to him, and 
gave him no diſturbance in his future government. 
The family of Fiercy was reſtored to its fortune and 
honours . The king ſeemed ambitious to all 
 party-diſtin&tions in oblivion : The inſtruments of the 
preceding reign, who had deen advanced from the 
* blind zeal for the Lancaſtrian intereſts, more than from 
| their merits, gave place every where to men of more 
- honourable characters: Virtue ſeemed now to have an 
| exert itſelf : The ex- 
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en Gee and commonly 
a very obſtinate nature, the popularity of Henry was 
not able to overcome. The Lollards were every day 
mcreafing in the kingdom, and were become a formed 
party, which appeared dangerous to the 
church, and even formidable to the civil authority - 
Tube cnthufialm by which theſe ſectaries were 
— wk — 


$86. Copland. Contin. Hall, fol. duds. 
20 3 n Walſinghaw, p. 185. 
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u rr @ 
mite eſtabhiſhed hierarchy, gave an alarm to Hemy zen. 

wo, either from a ſincere attachment to the ancient i 1 
religion, or from a dread of the unknown cunſequen- . 
ned to execute the fach bold innovators. 


expedicnts for 
gentle ought firſt to be tried in order to reclaim 
men from error; and that he himſelf would endea- 
vour, by a converfation with Cobham, ro reconcile 
dim to the catholic faith. But he found that nobleman 
obſtinate in his opinions, and determined not to facrifice 
truths of ſuch infinite moment to his complaiſance for 
ereigns*. Henry's principles of toleration, or rather 
his love of the practice, could carry him no farther ; 
and he then gave full reins to eccleſiaſtical ſeverity a- 43 
Cobham ; and, with the aſſiſtance of his rhree ſuſſra- 3 
gans, the biſhops of London, Wincheſter, and Sr b 
David's, condemned him to the flames for his erroneous 
opinions. Cobham, who was conſined in the Tower, 
made his eſcape before the day appointed for his 


EXECUTION. 


| © Walfingham, p. 382. | q Rymer, vol. is. p. 61. Walſing- 
p Fox's Acts and Monuments, p. 513. ham, . 385 h 
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; great par 
ed. Cobham himſclf, who made his eſcape by flight, 
' Puniſhment Was not brought to juſtice till four years after, when 
be was hanged as a traitor ; and his body was burnt 
on the gibber, in execution of the ſentence 

againſt him as a heretic *. 
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ho tion to the king, and by perſuading him to — 
8 2 war againſt France, in order to recover his loſt 
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| deavourcd for ſome time to conceal the part which 


But being detected, he embra- 


ced a reſolution ſtill more criminal and more dange- 
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biliry and milirary men of the kingdom to attend him 
- by the hopes of glory and of conqueſt, he came to 


the ſca-fide, with a purpoſe of embarking on his ex- 
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b Rymer, vol. ix. p. 208. play were better adapted to him than 
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, ordered him immediately to 
tree which he had made the inſtrument of his inhu- 


s in the neighbourhood of Paris, which 
in : That prince was chaced be- 
totally abandoned all 


gundians, and threatened with total deſtruftion. Not- 
ing the bravery and fidelity of his captains, 
he faw himſelf unequal to his enemies in the field ; 
and found ir neceſſary to temporize, and to avoid all 
-hazardous actions with a rival, who had gained fo 
much the aſcendant over him. And to crown all the 
other proſperities of Henry, his queen was delivered 
of a fon, who was called by his father's name, and 
_ whoſe birth was celebrated by rejoicings no leſs pom- i 
pous, and no leſs ſincere, at Paris than at London. —_— 
The infant prince ſeemed to be univerſally regarded Y 


But the glory of Henry, when it had nearly reach- , 1444. 
ed the ſummit, was ſtopped ſhort by the hand of na 
| I 2 8 50 ture; 
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as well as 


PPP 
at that time in the hands of his enemies. | 
— Catharine of France, Henry's widow, married, ſoon 
after his death, a Welſh „Sir Owen Tudor, 
 faid to be deſcended from the. ancient princes of that 
country: She bore him two ſons, Edmund and Jaſper, 
of whom the eldeſt was created earl of Richmond; 
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Government during the minority———State of France 
——Miltary operation. Battle of Fernen 
c -The maid of Orleans ——The 
e leans raiſeu— The king of France crown- 
Joy oi — of the 2 of Bedford 
Execution of the maid of _— 
. of the duke of B Death of the duke of 
Bedford —— Decline of the Engliſh in France 
Truce with France—— Ma of the king with 
Margaret of Anjou Murder of the duke of Gle- 
ceſter——State of Franc. Renewal of the war 
with France——The Engliſh expelled France. 


URING heat the Lancaſtrian princes, © g * 
the authority = pu fo | 


regarded, than during 
two preceding kings, though men 
. cxernions of pceemaiine, #7 
as even weak princes, whoſe _— __ 


_ were tempted to think they might venture upon with 


impunity. The long minority, of which there was 


and commons to extend their influence; and, wich- 


out paying much regard to the verbal deſtination of 


Henry V. they aſſumed the power of giving a new 
arrangement to the whole adminiſtration. 1 
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CHAD | Charles himſelf, though only in his twentieth yeat, 
I was of « charafter well calculated to become the ob- 
e of thee benevolent ſemtimems; and, perhaps, 

the favour which naturally attends youth, was 
| the more likely, on account of his tender age, to ac- 
will of his native ſubjects. He was a 


reg expe: The love 9 often ſe- 
indolence; but, amidſt all his i 

— of his heart ftill ſhone forth; 
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Though the virtues of chis amiable prince lay ſome 
1 the duke of Bedford knew that his 
him formidable, and thes eve — 


princ 
paſſion than conſulting his intereſts, it 
was the more cafy for the regent, by demonſtrations 
of reſpe& and confidence, to retain him in the alliance 
of England. He bent therefore all his endeavours 
gave the duke every proof of 
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of France, which Philip dedlined : And that eH Ar. 
12 might corroborate national connections by private = 
ties, he concluded his own marriage with the priacels 2423. 

of Burgundy, which had bern ipulazed by the ber 


ty of Arras. 
Being ſenſible, ſenſible, that next to che alliance of B 
oy, the friendihip of the duke of Bricauny was © 


towards forwarding n 
- and that, as the provinces of France, al- 
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Britanny, w r 1 — pre- 
The death of To 9 monarch hap- 
pened before Richemont's return; and this 
pretended, that, as his word was given perſonally to 17th April. | | 
Henry V. he was not bound to fulfil it towards his : 
fon and ſucceſſor: A chicane which the regent, as he 3 
could not force him to compliance, deemed it prudent 3 
to overlook. An interview was ſcttled at Amiens be- 
tween the dukes of Bedford, Burgundy, and Britan- 
ny, at which the count of Richemont was alſo pre- 
ſent* : The alliance was renewed between theſe prin- 


ces; 
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was a high ſtrain of prerogative; which, were it not 
for the violence of the times, would have 
appeared exceptionable to a nation fo jealous of their 
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movements; but he kept the ſecret from his own men 
for fear of diſcouraging them : He took not * 
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RICHARD . =» 
duſter, in order to feck a precarious 

. The 

alſo, among the more ſouthern 

axons, were reduced a kind of ſtem; and though 


accidental finding of a copy of Juſtinian's Pandetts, a- 
3 1130, in the town of Amalfi in Italy. 
The eccleſiaſtics, who had leiſure, and fome i 


Bekdes the intrinke merit of the performance, it was 
recommended to them by its original connexion with 
e why of Rome, which, being the feat of 
| to acquire a new luſtre and au- 
—_ by the diffuſion of its laws over the weſtern 
world. Ks tes hve woe pilots er hee of 
the Pandects, Vacarius, under the protection of The- 
obald, archbiſhop of Canterbury, read public lectures 
of civil law in the of Oxford ; * and pets. 
gy every where, by their - as well as exhorta- 
tion, were the means of diffuſing the hi eſteem 
for this new ſcience. Thar order of men, having 
large poſſeſſions to defend, was, in a manner, neceſſi- 
tated to turn their ſtudies towards the law; and their 
properties being often endangered by the violence of 
the princes and barons, it became their intereſt to 
r TINS, 
from which alone they could receive 
they poſſeſſed all the knowledge of the age, * 
alone acquainted with the habits of thinking, the 
„ fell moſtly in- 
to 
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ere their hands: And thoug 


own law from its original tare of rudench and imper. 
feQtion. 


for gi- 


— . —ů— — by refining, 


Ks, 2 beſtowing, ſolidity on the 
rn mor by n 
fible utility of the Roman law, a 
vate intereſt, recommended the 7 of it, at a time 
when the more exalted and f| ſciences carried 
no charms with them ; and thus the laſt branch of an- 
cient literature which remained uncorrupted, was hap- 
pily the firſt tranſmitted to the modern world: For it 
is remarkable, that in the decline of Roman learning, 
when the philoſophers were univ infected with 
ſuperſtition and ſophiſtry, and the poets and hiſtorians 
with barbarifm, the lawyers, who, in other countries, 
are ſeldom models of ſcience or politeneſs, were yet 
able, by the conſtant ſtudy and cloſe imitation of their 
predeceſſors, to maintain the ſame good ſenſe in their 
deciſions and reaſonings, and the fame purity in their 
language and expreſſion. 
What beſtowed an additional merit on the civil law, 


was the extreme 
which n 

y among the Saxons or ancient Engliſh. 
The abſurditics which prevailed at that 2 


imperfection of that juriſprudence 
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| 6449 waaaleady made in 
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One chief 
Addon and 
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—— = 0s 0 ar ng we ſhall - 


_ find that the far. part of the ſociety were every 
where bereaved of their perſonal liberty, and lived en- 
tirely at the will of their maſters. Every one that 
was not noble was a flave : The peafants were fold a- 
long with the land: The few inhabitants of cities 
were not in, a better condition: Even the gentry 
themſeves were fubjeed to a long train of ſubordina- 
tion under the greater barons or chief vaſſals of the 
crown ; 3 placed in © — 
of ſplendor, yet, having but a flender protection from 
ä — egy on the — 
dy the condition in which they lived, paid 
dearly power of and izing o- 
ver their inferiors. The firſt incident which broke 
in upon this violent ſyſtem of government, was the 
1 in France, of 
erecting communities and endowed with 


corporations, 
privileges and a ſeparate municipal government, which 


gave them protection againſt the tyranny of the ba- 


rons, and which the prince himſelf deemed it 
to reſpectꝰ. The relaxation of the feudal tenures, and 


of the labourers and huſbandmen; and 
did not foreſee how much the encreafe 
of commerce would enereaſe the value 
of their eſtates. See farther, — 
p. 79. The kings, to encourage 

— 2 hip geregy. 
that any had lived a twelve 
month in corporation, and had 
already that been of the guild, ſhould be thence- 
in the country forth regarded as free. 
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proportion . 
creaſed, it was found that theſe ſervices, though ex- 
tremely burdenſome to the villain, were of little ad- 
vantage to the maſter ; and that the of a large 
eſtate could be much more c conveniently diſpoſed of 
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_ alliſtedor favoured the rebels. The 


proofs of his rigorous diſpoſi- 


— 
enquiry 


| wh of lor revenge himſelf on his 
He made a progreſs into the northern parts, 


Henry 


enemies. 
where he 
tion. 


2 


A 


rns. Pol, Virg, p+ 574. 


1 
85 
* 


mere ceremony, was 
The queen had been married near two years, 
owned; and this affectatĩon of delay 


. 


public, and had been 


marquis of Dorſet, who had been able to clear himſelf 
of all the ſuſpicions entertained againſt him. 


eg king acquired great reputation throu 
L 2 


= br "a ne os Saget But as fome 


+ State of 


to 


- laws and inſtitutions alone, without any extraordina- 
der and tranquillity. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


— RR Rp | 
_— in vaſion i rech 


forces into Britanny—— Annexation 

of 71 to France parliamen— far 
with France In ugſian of France—— Peace with 

Franc Pertin Warbeck——His impof 

He is avowed by the ducheſs by 

many of the Engliſh nobility Trial and execution 
of „ parliament. 


- 


by the vigorous and profperous con- 


incidents, 
©: about this time, invited him to look abroad, and exert 
* bimfclf in behalf of his allies, it will be neceſſary, in 
order to give a juſt account of his foreign meaſures, 
the firuation of the neighbouring kingdoms ; 


beginning with Scotland, which lies moſt contiguous. 


The kingdom of Scotland had not yer attained that 
ſtare which diſtinguiſhes a civilized monarchy, and 
which enables the government, by the force of its 


in the ſovereign, to maintain itſelf in or- 
James III. who now filled the 


throne, wag à prince of little induſtry, and of a 
narrow 


ry capacity 


de rexained in obedience without 2 regular military 
force, which was then unknown in England, he ra- 
ther intended the renewal of the peace with Scotland 


conſtantly preſerving themſelves in a warlike poſture, 
agree to more than a ſeven years truce, 
which was accordingly concluded *. | 


The E 


izzes on the cominent were then 


 haſtening faſt to the ſituation in which they have re- 
mained, without any material alteration, for near 
three centuries ; and began tounite themſelves into one 


Caſtile in the perſons of Ferdinand and Iſabella, who, 
being 
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3 Of the Low 


Countrics. 


Maximilian, king 


and Hainaul: ſtill refuſed to ſubmit to his regency, 

even appointed other tutors to Philip, be had been 
in long wars againſt that obſtinate 
3 to ſubdue their ſpirit. oY 
at free himſelf the oppoſition of 
an 
had given his daughter, Margaret, then an infant, in 
marriage to the dauphin ; t with Artois, Fran- 
che dowry. Bur this 


-Compte, and Charolois, as ber 
allance had not produced the deſired effect. The 
fucceeded to the crown of France by the ap- 


| pellation of Charles VIII.; but Maximilian ftill found 


an acceſſion of force, it had been impoſſible to have 


— —— Moſt of 


the 


diſaſfection againſt their ſovereign ; and, after many 


f 
N 


had been raiſed to ight as enabled 

— a hs ble mi- 

tary force was kept nces were 4 

able to from whom 

many of was dead, and 

had left hi I educated, to 

French power ed On the - = 
, this princeſs formed project, which , 

at laſt rf the er 

Britanny, the , 


Francis II. duke of Britanny, conſcious of his own Of e- 
incapacity for government, had reſigned himſelf to the 
direction of Peter Landais, a man of mean birth, more 
remarkable for abilities than for virtue or integrity. 

The nobles of Britanny, diſpleaſed with the great ad- 
vancement of this favourite, had even proceeded to 


tumults and diſorders, they at laſt united among 
themſelves, and in a violent manner ſeized, tried, and 
put to death the obnoxious miniſter. Dreading the 
reſentment of the prince for this invaſion of his au- 
thority, many of them retired to France ; others, for 
protection and fafery, maintained a ſecret correſpon- 
dence with the French miniſtry, who, obſerving the 

great diſſentions among the  Bretons, thought the 
opportunity favourable for invading the duchy ; and 
io much the rather, as they could cover their ambi- 
tion under the ſpecious pretence of providing for do- 
meſtic ſecurity. | 


deſign of agg 
marriage with Anne, the heir of that opulent 
The barons of Britanny, who faw all favour en- 


ed a ſtricter 
Invited the French king 
6 country. Deſirous, however, of preſerving 


the poſſeſſion of that monarchy : A vain precaution, - 

where revolted ſubjects treat with a power ſo much 

French n- ſuperior! The French invaded Britanny with forces 

Britaany. three times more numerous than thoſe which they had 

promiſed to the barons; and, advancing into the 

heart of the country, laid ſiege to Ploermel. To op- 
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to which he had pretenſions, ſhe could at any time en- 
+ nylons whe ry wn Britanny. Eng- 

land alone was N by es Pour, and en- 

paged by her int , to f independency 

of El. ed the wilt — tion was 
therefore, by Anne of Beaujeu, expected from that 

quarter. In order to cover her real defigns, no ſoon- 

er was ſhe informed of Henry's ſucceſs againft Sim- 

nel and his partizans, than ſhe diſpatched ambaſſadors 
to che court of London, and made profeſſions of the 

greateſt truſt and confidence in that monarch. 
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